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Wind farm health
and environment
By Jennifer Ashawasegai, Today correspondent
Story Published: Nov 6, 2009
(Story Updated: Nov 9, 2009 )

Headaches, dizziness, sleep disturbances, nausea,
irritability, rapid heart rate, problems with
concentration and memory, ringing in the ears; it
may be “Wind Turbine Syndrome.” 

It’s a new a term coined by Dr. Nina Pierpont, a
pediatrician in upstate New York. The doctor has
been documenting and interviewing people who live
near wind turbines, and is releasing a book based
on the findings. As wind farms crop up in
populated areas, health concerns are growing, and
the Internet abounds with the latest news from anti-
wind turbine citizen groups.

For instance, residents in southern Ontario, near
Melancthon, in Dufferin County have been
complaining that the turbines near their homes are
making them sick. CTV has been reporting
residents in that area have health concerns from
nose bleeds to body aches and trouble sleeping.

The Sudbury Star recently reported that there hasn’t been any health complaints from residents near the
Prince Wind Farm near Sault Ste. Marie. The wind farm is one of the largest in the province and is now
three years old. The Algoma District Health Unit told The Sudbury Star that no concerns have been called in
by residents close to the turbines.

Wind farms, offering environmentally friendly energy are popping up all over the map, and First Nations are
jumping on board with developers. But First Nations are aware of the health concerns and controversies
surrounding the turbines. As a matter of fact, they are quite cautious in plans on exactly where the turbines
are going to be installed.

Based on her findings, Peirpont is calling for at least a two kilometer setback of turbines from homes. The
current allowance, or buffer zone, in Ontario’s new Green Energy Act, is 550 meters from residences.

Wasauksing First Nation is in a partnership with Skypower Corporation to develop a wind farm on the First
Nation along the shore of Georgian Bay, near Parry Sound, Ontario. Chief Shane Tabobondung said
everyone is concerned about the health impacts, and there is “no real science” behind low frequency
emissions. But Tabobondung thinks the reported health concerns are due to the older, noisier turbines. In
his community, “turbines will be at least 10 kilometers away from residential areas.”

First Nation communities have the luxury of space, and, unlike heavily populated locations, are able to
spread out turbines on land that is not densely populated. Wasauksing First Nation is 19,000 acres, with a
population of about 350.

Henvey Inlet First Nation, just north of Wasauksing First Nation, also along the shores of Georgian Bay, has
nearly 28,000 acres of land. The community is split into two parcels, and the proposed wind farm would
have turbines on land along the shore of Georgian Bay. The piece of land there is 21,000 acres. The land
is also sparsely populated with about 10 residents and a handful of seasonal cottages. The proposed
turbines in HIFN would also exceed current Green Energy standards.

HIFN Special Projects Consultant Ken Noble said the community is concerned about health impacts the
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Although Wasauksing First Nation Elder Aileen Rice is confident
with current environmental regulations, though she would like
more information on the health impacts of wind turbines in close
proximity to homes. She feels there is still not enough
information and long term studies to base her decision. “I need
to have more information on the health impacts.”

ON DEMAND

Digital Copy
Receive Indian
Country Today in
digital format

ICT Insider
Sign up to receive
ICT Insider E-
Newsletters

ICT audio
Listen to audio
programs from ICT

Video
Watch ICT videos
right in your browser

RSS Feeds
Stay up-to-date with
ICT

Mobile
ICT on your cell
phone or PDA

Subscribe Advertise ICT Store

http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/global
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/global
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/national
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/national
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/politics
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/politics
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/business
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/business
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/living
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/living
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/opinion
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/opinion
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/yourict
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/yourict
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/internal?st=print&id=69373272&path=/archive
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/internal?st=print&id=69373272&path=/archive
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/r?19=950&32=5769&7=353429&40=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiancountrytoday.com%2Fyourict%3Fform%3Dpost&41=You+News+Post+-+Indian+Country+Today+-+Wind+farm+health+and+environment&18=0.3195381430002753
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.indiancountrytoday.com%252Farchive%252F69373272.html&title=Wind%20farm%20health%20and%20environment&bodytext=Headaches,%20dizziness,%20sleep%20disturbances,%20nausea,%20irritability,%20rapid%20heart%20rate,%20problems%20with%20concentration%20and%20memory,%20ringing%20in%20the%20ears;%20it%20may%20be%20%E2%80%9CWind%20Turbine%20Syndrome.%E2%80%9D
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.indiancountrytoday.com%252Farchive%252F69373272.html&title=Wind%20farm%20health%20and%20environment&bodytext=Headaches,%20dizziness,%20sleep%20disturbances,%20nausea,%20irritability,%20rapid%20heart%20rate,%20problems%20with%20concentration%20and%20memory,%20ringing%20in%20the%20ears;%20it%20may%20be%20%E2%80%9CWind%20Turbine%20Syndrome.%E2%80%9D
http://del.icio.us/post
http://del.icio.us/post
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiancountrytoday.com%2Farchive%2F69373272.html
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiancountrytoday.com%2Farchive%2F69373272.html
http://twitter.com/?status=Wind farm health and environment%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiancountrytoday.com%2Farchive%2F69373272.html
http://twitter.com/?status=Wind farm health and environment%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiancountrytoday.com%2Farchive%2F69373272.html

http://www.greenenergyact.ca/
http://firstnation.ca/wasauksing
http://www.skypower.com/
http://www.hifn.ca/

http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/classifieds/
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/classifieds/bsd
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/classifieds/rfp
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/classifieds/jobs
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3977/0/0/%2a/l;221779279;0-0;0;29413200;4307-300/250;36299535/36317413/1;;~okv=;sz=300x250;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.indiangaming.org
http://cas.clickability.com/cac?a=337087&n=188707&d=353429&c=3031
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/digitalcopy
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/digitalcopy
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/ondemand/ictinsider/64287607.html
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/ondemand/ictinsider/64287607.html
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/ondemand/audio
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/ondemand/audio
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/ondemand/video
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/ondemand/video
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/?sitemap=rss
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/?sitemap=rss
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/mobile
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/mobile
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/subscribe
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/advertise
http://www.indiancountrystore.com/


Wind farm health and environment | Indian Country Today | Archive

http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/archive/69373272.html[4/9/2010 3:14:56 PM]

Next article
Tribes delay acting on proposed

online gaming bill

View Oldest Comments First

Monday, Mar 15 at 11:04 AM Heather Johnston wrote ...

My humble advice to First Nations is follow the money and
then you will find the truth. This is not about green energy this
is about profit and subsidy by foreign owned companies.
Protect the beauty and life that you are caregivers for. As
stated above these projects will not benefit you and your
nation they benefit the corporations. As I said it is my humble
opinion and this coming from a person who resides on treaty
land of the Grand River. These proposals are not to be trusted.
Use the subsidy for MicroFIT projects and develop your own
power systems around your residences that will pay you
money. My neighbour is doing it and he will make $10,000.00
a year on a 10kw solar system.

Inappropriate? Alert Us!

Monday, Nov 23 at 1:50 PM anonymous wrote ...

I am for small wind turbines that’ll only provide electicity for the
reserves. Anytime natives sign partnership agreements with
corporations, that means it benefits non-natives and we suffer

turbines could cause and is aware of residential complaints. “The health impacts that have occurred are
factual and should be respected.” Noble said some of the extreme health concerns could be avoided by
increasing buffer zones.

HIFN has yet to conduct an environmental assessment for the project. However, under the new legislation,
detrimental impact on bats and migratory birds are not allowed. 

“Impacts on other types of wildlife are less certain, however, many farmers continue to utilize fields
surrounding turbines and allow their sheep and cows to graze,” Noble said. Wild animals co-exist with
significant intrusions by rail and highways, but the impact of large scale wind farms on wildlife is currently
unknown.

The Mistahay Utin (Lots of Wind in the Cree language) project in Saskatchewan will also have larger
setbacks for potential turbines on the First Nation or in the territory around Cowessess and Gordon First
Nations. All Nations Energy Developments Corporation is considering a 100 MW project with TransAtlanta
Corp. ANEDC is owned by Cowessess and Gordon First Nations. Grady Lerat, a Cowessess board member
said turbines will most likely be situated at least five kilometers from any residence. Lerat said there’s still a
lot of work that needs to be done before sites for turbines can be considered.

“Elders still need to identify all the medicines in the area, First Nations technical knowledge needs to be
considered, and we still need to study the migration patterns of birds and animals in the area.”

Both First Nations are part of Treaty Four in the Qu’Appelle Valley and are relatively large. According to the
2006 Statistics Canada Census, about 612 of the community’s citizens reside on the First Nation, which is
comprised of nearly 88,000 acres of land. George Gordon First Nation has a higher population on a smaller
land base, at about 900 members living on the First Nation, which is more than 35,000 acres.

The Prince Wind Farm is owned by Brookfield Renewable Power Inc., which has been partnering with many
First Nations. Director of Wind Development Burk Gursoy said they will be signing a memorandum of
understanding with an Ontario First Nation and are working with another First Nation in the province.
Gursoy has read a lot of reports on health impacts, and said it’s a relatively new phenomena, and defends
the health and safety of the turbines.

“There are 68,000 wind turbines worldwide in operation. Many of those have been in operation for 20 to 25
years, and none of these claims have been substantiated.” Gursoy said the noise, infra-sound and shadow
flicker are an annoyance factor. He said not everyone has the same likes and dislikes regarding the
aesthetics of the turbines.

2010 Wind Power Report
4 wind energy companies set
to soar in 2010 and beyond.
Free report.
www.InvestmentU.com/Wind_Stocks
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